410               Johnsons kindness of heart.
of Spain that has not been perambulated. I would have you go thither'. A man of inferiour talents to yours may furnish us with useful observations upon that country.' His supposing me, at that period of life, capable of writing an account of my travels that would deserve tf) be read, elated me not a little.
I appeal to every impartial reader whether this faithful detail of his frankness, complacency, and kindness to a young man, a stranger and a Scotchman, does not refute the unjust opinion of the harshness of his general demeanour. IIis occasional reproofs of folly, impudence, or impiety, and even the sudden sallies of his constitutional irritability of temper, which have been preserved for the poignancy of their wit, have produced that opinion among those who have not considered that sueh instances, though collected by Mrs. l'io/./i into a small volume, and read over in a few hours, were, in fact, scattered through a long series of years; years, in which his time was chiefly spout in instructing and delighting mankind by his writings and conversation, in acts of piety to (|u[), and good-will to men-'.
I complained to him that f had not yet acquired much knowledge, and asked his advice as to iny studies'. (It; said, ' Don't talk of study now. I will give you a plan; but it will require some time to consider of it.' ' It is very good in you (f replied,) to allow me to lie with you thus. Had it been foretold to me some years ago that I should pass an evening with the authour of The Rambler, how should I have exulted I' What 1 then expressed, was sincerely from the heart. He was satisfied that it was, and cordially answered, ' Sir, I am glad we have met. I hope we shall pass many evenings and mornings loo, together.' We finished a couple of bottles of port, and sat till between one and two in the morning,
' Sen ante, i. 305.                               will you prove that, Sir?"   Dr. Tlur-
* ' Hr.  Uumey spoke with great     wy   seemed   amiably   sensitive!   U>
warmth of affection of Dr. John*um ;     every unfavourable remark  on his
said lie was the; kindest creature: in     old friend.1   II. C. Roliinsmt'si /i/'ury,
the world when lie thought ho was     iii. 485.
loved and respected by others,   lie         ' See post, April 3<|,  1777, note,
would play the fool among friends,     and Oct. 10, 1779, where he consults
but he required deference.    It was     Johnson about the study of Greek,
necessary to ask questions and make     He formed wishes scarcely plans of
no assertion.   If you said two and     study, but never studied, two make four, he would say, " How
He, in which     the subject is often examined.
